
SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES

April 6, 2022

Present: Karen Guenette Absent: Jon Eldridge
Jessica Holst Christine Smith
Scott Cowell Cheryl Carlsen
Emma Thompson Jonathan Batista
Frank Martell
Jennifer Rego
Scott Faria
Sarah Butters
Joseph Pacheco

Call to Order:
The meeting was called to order at 8:02 am.

Approval of Minutes:
Mrs. Guenette asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the March 6, 2022 meeting.
Jessica Holst motioned, and Scott Cowell seconded. Minutes were accepted as written.

MSBA Update:
Karen announced that the vote on March 5th was in favor of the new school building project.
They have already had 3-4 meetings with the project manager and architects to work on the
next steps. It will take a whole year to pick materials, colors, designs, etc. We will have
working groups for grounds, landscaping, interior, and exterior. The next phase involves
submitting our final plans to the MSBA by July 27th. These final plans are what will be
submitted to contractors to bid on. The surveyors have been out twice already, and they will
begin construction on the parking lot near the gym this summer once graduation is over. We
will be able to use our fields for fall sports next school year, but they will not be available to us
in the Spring.

Frank asked when would be the right time to submit a proposal to have companies sponsor a
field. For example, if Staples gives you “x” amount of money in exchange for a sign that says
they sponsored the field.

Karen said that since that would be considered a donation, it would have to go through the
Superintendent and School Committee.

Emma asked if we would have to collaborate with other schools in the Spring since our fields
will not be in use.

Karen said that those logistics are already being discussed. Mr. Lebeda is working with the
project manager and making those connections within the community. We will also have to
figure out transportation to and from whichever fields we use. The projected opening of the
new school is April 2026 with a move-in date of September 2026.

Sarah asked what the anticipated opening date is for the new field space.

Karen said that demolition will begin in the Spring and take a year to complete the fields. We
are getting turf for the football field and are still undecided on whether the other fields will be
turf or grass.



Jessica asked if the football field will still have the track around it.

Karen said that the track is around the football field in the plans we have now, but that could
still change. We currently have a 6-lane track, and we are expanding to an 8-lane track which
will allow us to host track meets.

Frank asked who keeps track of where we stand regarding our projected timeline.

Karen said that we hired a project management team called PMA Consultants, who keep this
updated for us.

Jennifer asked if the building and the fields will be worked on simultaneously.

Karen responded that the building will be constructed first, and the fields will follow. The fields
won’t start construction until 2026.

Jennifer asked if the groundbreaking is in July.

Karen said the groundbreaking will be next Spring at this time. That’s also when we won’t be
able to use our fields due to the construction.

SkillsUSA District 2 Competition:
Karen announced that we had 93 students compete in the SkillsUSA District 2 competition,
and 34 of them placed. 11 placed 1st, 14 placed 2nd, and 9 placed 3rd. The top two will
continue to compete in the state competition on April 29th at Blackstone Valley Technical
School. The competition will be in-person after being remote for the past two years.

2021-22 Student-Parent Handbook Changes:
Karen said we will discuss this more next month. We are compiling suggestions from faculty,
union representatives, etc. If you see anything you'd like added or deleted, please email
them, and we will add it to the list of suggestions to discuss.

Frank brought up a topic that has been discussed in prior meetings regarding shop placement
becoming a lottery. He asked if this is something that would be in the handbook.

Karen said that information would come from the state. The only lottery language we currently
have in the handbook regarding a lottery is in the admissions policy, which is only applicable if
two applicants have the same score.

Term 3 Report Cards & Spring Credit Recovery:
Karen said that term 3 report cards are being sent out today. We are offering Spring Credit
Recovery during spring break for any student who failed a class in the first semester. This
gives them a chance to make up those credits. As of now, enrollment numbers in this program
are disappointing as only 7 out of the 40 applicable students who need to recover credits
have signed up.

Scholarship Committee & Awards Night Update:
Karen noted that the Scholarship Committee will have its first meeting tomorrow.



Sarah said that we had 97 applicants, up from about 88 applicants last year. We are finishing
up scoring the applicants in preparation for tomorrow's meeting. Awards night is on May 26th
at 6 pm in the cafeteria.

Prom and Graduation:
Karen noted that the Junior prom will take place on Thursday, May 12th, at the Clarion Hotel
in Taunton from 5–10 pm. The Senior prom will be on Tuesday, May 31st, at Lakeview
Pavillion in Foxboro from 7–11 pm.

Jessica said that she created a Prom FAQ document with a hyperlinked guest form to help
clarify any questions that students, parents, guardians, or staff may have. It will be nice to
have a traditional prom this year.

Emma said that she’s heard many of the junior class students talking about the plan for the
Friday after prom.

Jessica said that the previous principal's reason for holding prom on a weekday was to
reduce after-prom shenanigans since the students had school the next day.

Sarah added that a lot of kids have attendance issues. Prior to COVID, students were not be
promoted if they don’t meet their attendance requirements.

Jessica also said that to go to prom, students must be in school by homeroom or else they
will be considered absent.

Karen said that graduation will be held on the football field on June 4th at 11 am with a rain
date of June 5th. We still need to decide how many tickets each student will be allowed for
seating inside the fenced-in area and potentially outside the fence.

Jessica asked if it will be live-streamed in the building as we’ve done in the past.

Karen said that, like last year, it will be live-streamed on our Youtube channel. The building
itself will not have any guests.

Regional Science Fair:
Karen said we had two teams compete at the Regional Science Fair on Saturday, March 5th.
One team is moving on to the state competition.

BPA Leadership Conference:
Karen said that the BPA National Leadership Conference is May 4th - 8th in Dallas, Texas.
We will be having our first Family Feud: Shop Edition event on April 14th in the cafe from
6:30–8:30 pm to support the cost of kids going to the conference.

DECA International Conference:
Karen announced that we have 7 state winners moving on to the International Career
Development Conference from April 23-26 in Atlanta, Georgia. Four of our students are in
leadership positions and will attend national seminars to learn and share knowledge.

Emma said they leave bright and early on April 23rd at 4 am. They have a full itinerary
planned. She added to follow the B-P DECA Instagram page to stay updated.



Spring Fling Dance:
Karen said that Mrs. Holst has planned a Spring Fling for the underclassmen in the gym on
April 29th from 7–11 pm.

Performing Arts Club:
Karen said that the Performing Arts Club has put together a Cabaret Show on Saturday, April
29th from 7–9 pm.

CPR/First Aid/AED/Stop the Bleed Staff Training:
Karen said that we offered staff training for CPR and First Aid this year. Ernie Chretien, a
retired Taunton Police Officer, instructed the training courses. We had approximately 20-21
employees participate. We offered two after-school re-certification courses from 2:30 - 4:30
pm. We also offered a 6-hour full certification course on April 19th.

Staff Full PD Day:
Karen said the staff participated in a professional development day on March 30th with
Attorney Laurie Casna from Commonwealth Consulting about implementing Universal Design
for Learning (UDL). She gave an overview of what barriers we can remove for all students to
learn. This will be a 2 and 3-year learning process for the staff. Next year, we will continue this
training during professional development days and will work on UDL, Multi-Tiered Systems of
Support (MTSS), and co-teaching models.

Scott said that her format was excellent. The first half was synchronous, the 2nd half was
asynchronous, and there were different choices for continued learning.

Open:
Karen reminded everyone that we will be going over the handbook in more detail at the next
meeting. Cell phones are one of the controversial topics being discussed.

Scott agreed that it’s a difficult subject because it’s like an addiction for some of the students.

Karen said there are different opinions on it, and we need to teach them what is an
appropriate and inappropriate time to be using their cell phone. Otherwise, they don’t know
what to do when they go into co-op or the workforce.

Frank said that in the Staples warehouses, cell phone use is not tolerated. If you have an
emergency and need to speak to a family member, you must go to your supervisor.

Karen noted that they are on it all of the time when they are outside of school. If we can’t
teach them when it’s okay and not okay to use, we’re doing them a disservice. Parents also
have a level of expectation for communicating with their kids throughout the day.

Jennifer asked Karen if she’s heard about teachers doing goal-based grading.

Karen said no, not here. There is a term called standards-based grading that many Western
Massachusetts schools have adopted. It is a rating instead of a report card.

Jennifer said that what she is referring to is similar, but it is called goal-based grading. The
student states their goal of how many questions they want to answer, how many they want to
get correct, and how many mistakes.



Karen said it sounds like an assessment tool that the teacher is using, but it is not
school-wide.

Jennifer said she knows that at least one teacher is doing this and is causing stress to a
student because they don’t understand what the teacher is expecting.

Karen added that it sounds like this teacher may be trying to implement a strategy for the
Universal Design for Learning to remove barriers. It’s a new up-and-coming way of grading
that offers multiple ways to assess students. It drives the teacher to make changes to
curriculum, delivery, or assessment for the next time they meet with that class.

Jennifer said that she thinks this teacher may have been treating the class as a guinea pig for
this style of grading but understands it’s a way that teachers can be more hands-on with
understanding what material the kids are grasping.

Karen suggested reaching out to the teacher and asking any questions she may have.

With no other business to discuss, Karen asked for a motion to adjourn. Scott Faria motioned,
Scott Cowell seconded. Meeting adjourned at 8:58 am.


